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/DVW�ZHHN��LQ�WKH�
ILUVW�ZHHN�RI�WKLV�
PHVVDJH�VHULHV�,�
WDONHG�DERXW�WKH�
RYHUZKHOPLQJ�
QHJDWLYH�
PRPHQWXP�
DJDLQVW�XV�ZLWK�
WKH�&29,'-���
SDQGHPLF���2XU�
OLYHV�KDYH�WRWDOO\�
FKDQJHG�DV�ZH�
KDYH�DGDSWHG�WR�
D�³QHZ�QRUPDO´���
7KLV�LV�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�WKH�RWKHU�
SHUVRQDO��VRFLDO�
DQG�KHDOWK�VWUXJJOHV�WKDW�ZH�PD\�EH�
IDFLQJ�ULJKW�QRZ���:H�FDQ�IHHO�WRWDOO\�
VZDPSHG�DQG�VHH�QR�ZD\�RXW���7KLV�LV�
ZKHQ�ZH�QHHG�WR�FDOO�D�WLPHRXW� 
 

,Q�EDVNHWEDOO��FRDFKHV�XVH�WKHLU�
WLPHRXWV�WR�VORZ�GRZQ�RU�VWRS�WKH�
RSSRQHQWV�PRPHQWXP�DQG�UHJURXS�DV�
D�WHDP�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�IORZ�LQ�WKHLU�
GLUHFWLRQ���:H�QHHG�WR�GR�WKLV�LQ�RXU�
OLYHV�ULJKW�QRZ—ZH�QHHG�WR�WDNH�D�
WLPHRXW�WR�VWRS�WKH�QHJDWLYH�
PRPHQWXP�DQG�UHDVVHVV��UHJURXS�
DQG�VHHN�WR�FUHDWH�RXU�RZQ�
PRPHQWXP—EXW�KRZ�GR�ZH�GR�WKLV" 
 

&5($7(�020(1780 
'XULQJ�D�WLPHRXW��WKH�FRDFK�GLVUXSWV�
WKH�UK\WKP�RI�WKH�RSSRQHQWV�ZKLOH�
DOVR�RIIHULQJ�FRDFKLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�
D�FKDQJH�RI�JDPH�SODQ�WR�VKLIW�WKH�
PRPHQWXP���7KLV�PD\�LQFOXGH�
FKDQJLQJ�GHIHQVLYH�V\VWHPV�RU�
LVRODWLQJ�WKH�RSSRQHQWV�ZHDNQHVVHV�
PRUH���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�FRDFK�KDV�WR�
LQVSLUH�WKH�SOD\HUV�UHPLQGLQJ�WKHP�
WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�
FKDQJH�WKH�
VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�
ZLQ�WKH�JDPH���
7KLV�RI�FRXUVH�
LV�HDVLHU�VDLG�
WKDQ�GRQH���,Q�
P\�FRDFKLQJ�
GD\V�,�
UHPLQGHG�P\�
SOD\HUV�WKDW�
ZH�FKLS�DZD\��
RQH�SRVVHVVLRQ�
DW�D�WLPH�DQG�
ZRUN�RXU�ZD\�
EDFN��JULQGLQJ�LW�RXW�E\�RXWKXVWOLQJ��
RXWUHERXQGLQJ�DQG�RXWSOD\LQJ�WKH�
RWKHU�WHDP���+RZ�GR�ZH�GR�WKLV�LQ�RXU�
ZRUOG�WRGD\�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�RXU�IDLWK" 
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'XULQJ�WKH�WLPHRXW��WKH�FRDFK�ZLOO�
SRLQW�RXW�WKH�PLVWDNHV�WKDW�DUH�

KDSSHQLQJ�DQG�FKDOOHQJH�SOD\HUV�WR�
IL[�WKRVH�KDELWV���:H�NQRZ�WKDW�
VRPHWLPHV�LW�LV�QRW�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�
GRLQJ�WKDW�LV�ZURQJ�EXW�WKH�ZD\�ZH�
DUH�GRLQJ�LW�PDNHV�LW�LQHIIHFWLYH� 
 

)RU�XV�DV�ZH�MRXUQH\�WKURXJK�WKHVH�
FKDOOHQJLQJ�WLPHV�ZH�QHHG�WR�
H[DPLQH�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�VHH�ZKDW�EDG�
KDELWV�ZH�IDOO�LQWR���0D\EH�LW�LV�

JRVVLS��QHJDWLYH�
WKRXJKWV�RU�
FRQVWDQW�
FRPSODLQLQJ���
7KLV�PD\�DOVR�
LQFOXGH�D�SRRU�
GLHW�DQG�VOHHSLQJ�
VFKHGXOH���'RHV�
RXU�GDLO\�URXWLQH�
PDNH�XV�
VWURQJHU�RU�GRHV�
LW�GUDJ�XV�DQG�
RWKHUV�GRZQ" 
 

:H�QHHG�WR�
HOLPLQDWH�WKRVH�
EDG�KDELWV�DQG�

EH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�SURSHU�ZD\V�RI�
GRLQJ�WKLQJV�VR�WKDW�ZH�VWD\�
SRVLWLYH��HQHUJL]HG�DQG�D�OLJKW�LQ�
WKH�GDUNQHVV� 
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2IWHQ�WLPHV�D�FRDFK�ZLOO�UHPLQG�
SOD\HUV�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�
DUH�QRW�GRLQJ�DW�DOO���7KLV�PD\�
LQFOXGH�IXQGDPHQWDOV�OLNH�NHHS�\RXU�
KHDG�XS��ER[LQJ�RXW�IRU�D�UHERXQG�
RU�WR�SUHVV�DIWHU�VFRULQJ���$W�WLPHV�
ZKHQ�ZH�IHHO�RXW�RI�FRQWURO�ZH�
SDQLF�DQG�IRUJHW�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�
VXSSRVHG�WR�GR���2XU�FRDFK�LV�WKHUH�
WR�UHPLQG�XV�RI�ZKDW�LV�PLVVLQJ�DQG�
UHFRQQHFWV�XV�WR�WKH�WDVN�DW�KDQG�WR�
VZLQJ�DQG�FUHDWH�QHZ�PRPHQWXP� 
 

7KLV�WRR�LV�VR�WUXH�ZLWK�RXU�IDLWK���,Q�
RXU�VSLULWXDO�WLPHRXWV�RI�SUD\HU��
UHIOHFWLRQ�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�
RSHQ�KHDUW��ZH�QHHG�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKH�
WKLQJV�WKDW�ZH�DUH�QRW�GRLQJ—ZKDW�
LV�PLVVLQJ�LQ�RXU�IDLWK�OLYHV�WKDW�
ZRXOG�KHOS�XV�JDLQ�SHUVSHFWLYH"��'R�
,�WDNH�HQRXJK�WLPH�WR�SUD\"��:KDW�

DP�,�SUD\LQJ�IRU"��
'R�,�ORRN�IRU�WKH�
EOHVVLQJV�WKDW�DUH�
DURXQG�PH�HDFK�
DQG�HYHU\GD\"��
:KDW�GR�,�VSHQG�
PRVW�RI�P\�WLPH�
RQ�HDFK�GD\"��'R�
,�WXUQ�WR�*RG�
ZKHQ�IHHOLQJ�
RYHUZKHOPHG�RU�
GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�
WR�GR"��,V�*RG�DW�
WKH�FHQWUH�RI�P\�
OLIH" 

 

:KHQ�ZH�ILJXUH�RXW�ZKDW�LV�PLVVLQJ�
LQ�RXU�OLYHV—ZH�ILOO�LW�LQ���7KH�PRUH�
ZH�GR�WKLV�WKH�VWURQJHU�ZH�EHFRPH� 
 

����%(�$�7($0�3/$<(5 
2IWHQ�WLPHV�WHDPV�JHW�LQWR�WURXEOH�
ZKHQ�WKH\�IRUJHW�WR�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU���

The Shield Feature…..by  Fr. John Jasica 
6RPHWLPHV�WKH\�JHW�WRR�IRFXVHG�RQ�
WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�VWDWV���+RZ�
PDQ\�SRLQWV�GR�,�KDYH"��:LOO�,�WDNH�
WKH�ODVW�VKRW"��:K\�GRQ¶W�WKH\�SDVV�
PH�WKH�EDOO"��7KH�PRVW�VXFFHVVIXO�
WHDPV�,�KDYH�FRDFKHG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�
ZHUH�QRW�WKH�PRVW�WDOHQWHG��VNLOO�ZLVH��
EXW�WKRVH�ZKR�FKRVH�WR�KXPEOH�
WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�ZDQWHG�WKHLU�
WHDPPDWHV�WR�EH�EHWWHU���(DFK�
UHFRJQL]HG�WKHLU�UROH�DQG�ZRUNHG�WKHLU�
KDUGHVW�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�WKH�WHDP� 
 

7R�JHQHUDWH�SRVLWLYH�PRPHQWXP�LQ�
RXU�OLYHV�ZH�QHHG�WR�OLYH�IRU�RWKHUV���
2XU�IDLWK�UHPLQGV�XV�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WR�
UHJDUG�RWKHUV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�RXUVHOYHV���
:H�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�VKDUH�ZKR�ZH�DUH�
DQG�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�IRU�HYHU\RQH�
EHFDXVH�WKDW�LV�WUXH�ORYH� 
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,Q�WKH�HQG�WKH�FRDFK�FDQ�RQO\�RIIHU�
GLUHFWLRQ��DGYLFH�DQG�LQVSLUDWLRQ���7KH�
SOD\HUV�KDYH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�
VKLIW�WKH�PRPHQWXP�E\�PDNLQJ�WKH�
QHFHVVDU\�FKDQJHV��DGDSWLQJ�WR�RIIHU�
D�UHVSRQVH���1R�VWUDWHJ\�RU�SOD\�ZLOO�
ZRUN�XQOHVV�WKH�SOD\HUV�EHOLHYH�LQ�
WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�ZRUN�KDUG�WR�FKDQJH�
WKH�PRPHQWXP�DQG�KDYH�D�FKDQFH�WR�
ZLQ�WKH�JDPH���+DUG�ZRUN�DQG�WKH�
EHOLHI�WKDW�WKLQJV�FDQ�FKDQJH�EHFRPH�
WKH�FRUH�RI�FUHDWLQJ�PRPHQWXP� 
 

:KHQ�ZH�DUH�RYHUZKHOPHG�E\�
ZRUULHV��FRQFHUQV�DQG�QHJDWLYLW\�LQ�
RXU�OLYHV��ZH�QHHG�WR�WXUQ�WR�IDLWK���
*RG�LV�NLQG��ORYLQJ�DQG�JHQHURXV���
:KHQ�ZH�VHHP�GHIHDWHG��*RG¶V�JUDFH�
SRXUV�RXW�HYHQ�PRUH���:KHQ�ZH�IHHO�
ORVW�RU�LQ�FRPSOHWH�GDUNQHVV��*RG�
ILQGV�XV�DQG�VKLQHV�HWHUQDO�OLJKW�XSRQ�
XV���+H�EHOLHYHV�LQ�XV�HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�
KDYH�JLYHQ�XS�DQG�IHHO�WKDW�ZH�FDQQRW�
EH�EHWWHU�RU�HYHQ�FKDQJH���2XU�*RG�LV�
D�*RG�RI�PLUDFOHV����:H�QHHG�WR�
EHOLHYH�WKDW�*RG�FDQ�WUDQVIRUP�RXU�
OLYHV�KHDOLQJ�XV�DQG�PDNLQJ�XV�QHZ� 
 

7KH�UROH�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�LV�WR�DOZD\V�
UHPLQG�XV�RI�WKDW�ORYH�DQG�HPSRZHUV�
XV�WR�OLYH�RXW�WKDW�ORYH�IRU�RWKHUV���
:KHQ�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�WKLV�JUDFH�RI�
NQRZLQJ�KRZ�PXFK�*RG�ORYHV�XV�QR�
PDWWHU�ZKDW—QRWKLQJ�FDQ�VWRS�WKDW�
PRPHQWXP���:KHQ�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�*RG�
DOZD\V�VHHV�WKH�EHVW�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�
DQG�FDOOV�XV�WR�VKDUH�WKH�KHDOLQJ�ZRUN�
LQ�RXU�ZRUOG—QRWKLQJ�FRPSDUHV�WR�
WKDW���&UHDWLQJ�PRPHQWXP�FDQ�RQO\�
KDSSHQ�LI�ZH�EHOLHYH�LQ�RXUVHOYHV�� 
 

$�'$,/<�7$6. 
&UHDWLQJ�DQG�VXVWDLQLQJ�SRVLWLYH�
PRPHQWXP�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ���:H�QHHG�
WR�EH�DWWHQWLYH�WR�RXU�IDLWK�SUDFWLFHV�
DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�GHHSHQ�RXU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�VR�ZKHQ�WKH�
VWRUPV�FRPH�DQG�WKH�RSSRQHQWV�WU\�WR�
GLVUXSW�RXU�PRPHQWXP��ZH�DUH�UHDG\�
DQG�DGMXVW��DGDSW�DQG�SLYRW���:H�GR�
WKLV�IRU�RXUVHOYHV�EXW�DOVR�IRU�RWKHUV���
:H�DUH�IDPLO\���0D\�ZH�UHDOL]H�WKH�
LQIOXHQFH�DQG�SRZHU�ZH�KDYH�WR�PDNH�
WKLV�ZRUOG�D�PXFK�EHWWHU�SODFH�� 


